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By Bob Grafe, President
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Ann Black
A Primer on Cacti and Succulents
Using Them in Landscapes and
Container Gardens
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Pat Schultze is chair of the nominating
6 committee. She needs two volunteers to
6 6 7 8 help with the 2010 slate of officers.
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Here is the picture of my hubby,
LaVerne, and Aesop Cardenas, a
member of Seguin Oakwood Art
League (SOAL), as am |, and our
new banner. | asked him to letter this
banner, which was donated by Chisel
Awning, and he graciously accepted.
He primed the fabric, hand painted it
for us and donated his work. It took
him at least 10 hours over a period of
time. His mom, also a Master
Gardener, is Sherri Tijerina.

Janelle Hannemann

Future Programs
Judit Green on Hummingbirds and
Butterflies
Stuart Franke — Microorganisms in the Soil

Social
Bryan Markley — Vertical Hydroponics
Growing Systems

At the meeting Jan Quello won the $15
raffle and Suzanne White won the $10
Schultz Nursery Gift Certificate.
Special thanks to Cecelia & Merv Cook
for providing the brisket sandwiches.
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Things are happening at the Schertz
Community Garden.

Thanks to our Construction Committee, Dale
Odvody and Joe Bruno, for all of their hard
work in putting in fence poles; the poles along
the back line are almost finished. And to our
workday crew who helped with the trenching
in the hard soil, including a brand new
student, Debbie Krause - what a way to start
your volunteer hours!

We want to thank Ms. Ann Blanchard for her
cash donation and Dr. Rodriguez , Schertz
Animal Hospital, who has sponsored the first
bed in the Garden. Josie Williams of Williams
Fence Co. in Seguin is advising us on fencing

parts — it is like assembling a big puzzle.
Sippel True Value Hardware in Universal
City has also been very helpful.

But our biggest supporter has been
Commissioner Jim Wolverton, who has
helped pave the way for this project. Not
only has he provided County support, he
was out there with us on our workday
working the trencher and the shovels.

There is a Community Workday
scheduled for Saturday, Sep. 12". If you
would like to help that day, please email
Linda Bruno, jIbruno@gvec.net for more
information.

And take a look at our wish list (below). If
you have any items you’d like to donate,
please let us know.
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Garbage Cans & Compost Bins
Spare Gardening Tools & Hoses
Benches/tables for plants in green house
Bed construction materials

Drip irrigation parts

Row Cover for Shade and/or Frost
Bulletin Board

Solar lights

Wagons or Garden Carts
Benches for seating

Shade Gazebo

Water Fountain

since we are using so many different donated Picnic Table
+ | 8 7 ! ' <6,
" + 6+
01 & 2 ! 0! #3
/ & $ +




%54% 05 %
Article submitted by Deedy Wright

I+ 4 A?? 2 2 2L 5 (B D(M

Of all the creatures in your garden, earthworms are probably the most important. They are
the digesters of organic material and the makers of fluffy, healthy soil. Much as we love
them, however, they do have their enemies...in the form of predators. So how can we better
protect our valuable little wiggly friends?

At 70% protein, earthworms make a nice meaty snack for birds, reptiles and mammals,
especially moles. Because we certainly don't want to go around wiping out birds, reptiles
and mammals, we'll let them have their share. But there are some sinister characters lurking
in the soll.

In certain conditions, red mites can attack earthworms. If you see red dots on earthworms in
your yard, you should cut down on the moisture in that area - it may be too wet. Also,
placing pieces of watermelon or potato on the soil surface will draw and trap the mites.
Dispose of the pieces and repeat the process to cut down the mite population over time.

Flatworms, otherwise known as land planarians, are probably an earthworm's most hated
rival. These long, slimy, longitudinal-striped worms with a flattened head -- a native of Indo-
China that hitched a ride on greenhouse plants -- will actually melt earthworms with an
enzyme before slurping them up. And they do it a lot. Blech.

The best control if you see a flatworm is to spray it with citrus oil or vinegar. Whatever you
do, don't smash it, because each piece has the ability to regenerate into a new flatworm.
Double blech.

Effective September 1, 2009, there will be an official Texas Native Plant Week, celebrated
annually the third week in October.

During the 2009 Texas legislative session, Representative Donna Howard of Austin
authored a bill entitled “An Act relating to a recognition week to celebrate Texas native
plants” (CSHB 1739). She introduced the bill at the urging of Faye Tessnow of the Highland
Lake Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas.

The bill was sponsored in the Senate by Texas’ youngest senator, Glenn Hegar of Katy. It
passed unanimously in both houses. Governor Rick Perry signed the bill into law on June
16, 20009.
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Ready to do less work in your yard and get
more for it? Want to spend less money on
water and fertilizer? Looking for plants that will
grow easily and well in our difficult climate? If
S0, join the Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin)
Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas
(NPSOT). Our group can help you learn about
plants, shrubs, grasses and trees that are
naturally adapted to this region and climate and
how to use them effectively.

We meet on the second Tuesday of each
month at the Library, 798 Schertz Parkway,
Schertz. There is a plant exchange and “getting
to know you” at 6.30 pm followed by program
at 7pm. On September 8, 2009 we will hear
Minnette Marr, Plant Conservationist with Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, talk about
collecting native seeds. Visitors are always

) @ welcome.
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The class is full! Meeting on August 29"
from 9 AM to 3PM at the Ag Extension
Office, instructor will be Mike Pecen who
6 787 88 has a landscape design degree from UT
# #* 9 & ! and is in charge of the Palo Alto landscape

Learn more about the bugs you see everyday! Molly
Keck gives tips and information on how to banish
unwanted pests using green methods for your home
and garden. Space is limited. Free, but rsvp is
required. For more information or to rsvp, e-mail
mlac@audubon.org

design program. The class will work on an
overall landscape design for St Paul
Evangelical Church in Cibolo.
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Volunteer Opportunities
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George Ammermann has been doing this for ning
year and needs and deserves a break. This posi
gets speakers and volunteers for the show. Plea
contact George at 830-491-1246.
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Master Gardener Phone Line & Library

Monday from 9 to noon at the AgriLIFE Extension
Building. Volunteers needed to run copies for our various
events, package seeds & answer phones. Contact Betty
Hughes at 830-401-4066 or ehughes5@satx.rr.com to
find out what days she needs people.

SEEDS NEEDED - We still need seeds for our events.
Just drop them by the Extension Office, labeled with the
name (common name & Latin if you know it) & the year
they were harvested. If there is a specific color, mention
that too. No Mountain Laurel, please. If it is rare or an
heirloom, add that to the description.
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Sequin Administration Building — Carol
MyCue will chair this committee and set up
a workday to clean the flower beds.

Meditation Garden at the Mosaic
Community Church — Texas Lutheran
University (TLU) students will be starting a
meditation and community garden at this
church on Court Street. It was suggested
that a spring vegetable class be offered to
the TLU students that are helping with this
project. They will need GCMG help on this
project.

Ag Fair at the Texas Agricultural Education
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and Heritage Center on Cordova Road —
Volunteers will be needed to talk to 4™
grade students from surrounding schools
on gardening on October 12-16, October
19-23, and October 27-29.

Ag Fair in Cibolo at the Toby Connor Barn
Volunteers will be needed to talk about
gardening on November 5 and 6.

Ag. Extension Building — Workday
set up for September 26.

&

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors
Doug Biggs — One Year Term
Kay Wolverton — Two Year Term
Sandy Foss — Alternate, Two Year Term
Deedy Wright — Alternate, One Year Term

Marcia Richardson — Speakers Bureau
Cecilia & Merv Cook — Summer Social
Anna Schodowski — Christmas Party Chair
Gloria Saenz -Silver Center Chair
Sandy Foss — Member Support Chair
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at the Antique Rose Emporium

Vendors with handcrafted, garden-inspired
art and yard art will be set-up festival-style

on the lawns of the Hacienda. (Free)
: Don't forget the
: %HI ()] :

in Schertz February 27, 2010
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Monarchs produce successive generations as they migrate, funneling through Texas
towards Canada in the spring and towards their wintering grounds in Mexico in the fall. This
creates a need for Milkweed as both a nectar source and host plant for larva feeding.
Development, and use of herbicides in croplands and along roadsides, has resulted in a decline in
the Milkweeds available for the Monarch. The Waystation program has provided hundreds of sites
where milkweed is available. Our garden now features a sign designating it as an official Monarch
Waystation.

Background on our garden: In 2008 Charles Bartlett developed a garden area at Mitchell
Lake featuring Asclepias Tuberosa or Tropical Milkweed. In May of 2009, Mary Kennedy
assisted in getting the garden area registered as a Monarch Waystation through the Monarch
Waystation Program at University of Kansas. (see Information www.monarchwatch.org) Mary
trained Eva Fromme on entering data to the Monarch Larva Monitoring Project at University of
Minnesota. MLMP is a citizen science project of volunteers providing weekly data for Monarch
research. At our Mitchell Lake Monarch Waystation Sandra Wilkinson, Betty Walters and Eva
Fromme have collected weekly data since May 30, 2009 on the number of eggs and larva stages
observed on our milkweed. Initially we observed several Monarch larva and eggs. Most
observations now (July 2009) are of Queen eggs and larva, however we anticipate Monarch
activity again from late August through October 2009. Information about the MLMP is at
www.mlmp.org
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'$ ;. Save the Date for the 2009 Texas Invasive
Plant & Pest Conference. The 2009

The 2009 event will feature herb plant conference will be a professional level
vendors, herb related product and book meeting including keynotes, concurrent
venders, local herb and gardening sessions, posters, and symposia. This

conference is designed to serve scientists,

land managers, state and federal agencies,

local governments, and other professionals
interested in invasive species issues in Texas.

society booths, lectures, presentations,&
demonstrations including a chef, and
more. The event is free and open to the
public, with plentiful free parking.

. . Location - Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas.
For more information go to
www.sanantonioherbs.org. Dates - November 13-15, 2009.
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Bob Grafe President
Linda Bruno President Elect
Doug Biggs Vice President
Pat Schultze Secretary
Betty Hughes Treasurer

Janet Grafe Education Chairman
Peggy Jones Publication Chairman
Clara Mae Marcotte Volunteer Chairman

Randee Malmsten Web Master
Travis Franke AgriLIFE Agent
Master Gardener Coordinator

Weeds are nature's graffiti. ~Janice Maeditere

Guadalupe County Master Gardener:
Guadalupe County Extension Office Newsletters
Texas Master Gardeners

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.
210 East Live Oak St.
Seguin, TX 78155

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic
level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin.
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