
 

 

Last week my wife and I went to the hospital emergency room to check on 
a friend. She had been released but as we were leaving, I noticed my cousin 
sitting in the waiting area.  I asked why she was there and she explained she 
had been bitten by something on her left forearm. She raised her arm to 
show me and there was a large red swollen area.  She said she had been 
working in her yard earlier that day. 
I know we all, myself included, take a lot of things for granted.   I would 
like to mention a few things we need to keep in mind as we work in our 
gardens, especially during the hot summer months. 

Wear gloves when working outside.  Wearing the proper gloves 
will not only reduce blistering, but will also protect your skin from 
fertilizers and pesticides as well as bacteria and fungus which live 
in the soil. When exposed to soil, even the smallest cut or lesion 
runs the risk of developing into a major hand infection.  Leather 
gloves offer protection from thorny objects; snake, rodent, and 
insect bites; poison ivy; and other skin irritants in the garden. 
Gloves also prevent sunburn and fingernail damage. 

Heat Exhaustion.  Heat exhaustion is a milder form of heat-related 
illness that can develop after several days of exposure to high tem-
peratures and inadequate or unbalanced replacement of fluids. 
Those most prone to heat exhaustion are elderly people, people 
with high blood pressure, and people working or exercising in a 
hot environment. 

(Continued on page 2) 

From Our PresidentñGarey Wylie 

I am excited to take over newsletter duties from Doug Richards, but he left 

fairly big shoes to fill! I will probably be tweaking the format for the first 

few newsletters so please let me know the good, (but mostly) the bad and 

the ugly! I do want everyone to know that this is your newsletter. If you 

have ideas of things you would like to see included, please pass them along.  

You may send articles and events for the newsletter directly to me at 

dmthagar@gmail.com or ask Dove to forward them to me from the web-

site. Photos are a wonderful addition where appropriate. I just request you 

keep the file size fairly small. My goal is to complete each newsletter as 

close to the first of each month as possible, so deadlines for submission 

will be  the 28th of each month. Thanks, Donna  
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2008 Directors Meeting Schedule 

Thur. April 24ñ4:30pmñ5:30pm 

 State Conference, Conroe 

Sat. Aug 2ñ11:00amñ3:00pm

 College Station*  

Sat. Dec 6ñ11:00amñ3:00pm

 College Station* 
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Parking lot #74 off Olsen St.,         
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ITõS A SMALL WORLD FOR ROSE GROWERS 
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Having traveled in England and Ireland on several occa-

sions, I continue to be amazed by the glorious gardens 

and especially by the roses that have blooms that seem 

to be at least twice the size of any seen in the United 

States.  However, after being introduced to Earth-

KindTM roses I have been entirely satisfied and quite 

amazed with the lush foliage and abundant blooms they 

produce here in our impossible Texas summers.  Imag-

ine my surprise when recently reading the British gar-

dening magazine, The English Garden, to see some of 

the hardy roses in the EarthKindTM rose brigade tests 

growing in a lush cottage garden in Dorset.  The three 

varieties I particularly noted were Buff Beauty, Cecile 

Brunner and New Dawn.  The three looked as beautiful 

with the 17th century thatched cottage as they do in our 

test gardens throughout the state. 

TEST GARDEN NOTES:  Never prune, spray or fer-
tilize roses in the test gardens.  Do not water after the 
first year.  Our TMGA goal is to have an EarthKindTM 

Rose Test Garden in every Texas county.  If you are 
ready to get started, contact project chair and TMGA 
President, Garey Wylie at gareywylie@charter.net. 

HOME LANDSCAPE NOTES:  Hopefully everyone 
has their roses well mulched.  Even so I am watering 
mine on a regular basis.  I am glad that my garden is not 
a test site so I can cut a few of the beautiful blossoms to 
enjoy in the house. Because of its beauty in our Cle-
burne test garden, I put out two Winter Sunset plants 
last fall and was thrilled when they were blooming heav-
ily by mid April.  Visit demonstration and test gardens 
for help in selecting roses for your garden. 

Joan Leach, Johnson Co. Master Gardener, 
leach@ticnet.com 

Heat exhaustion symptoms may include; heavy sweating, paleness, muscle cramps, tiredness, weakness, dizzi-
ness, headache, nausea, vomiting or fainting. 

The skin may be cool and moist. The victim's pulse rate will be fast and weak, breathing will be fast and shallow. If 
heat exhaustion is untreated, it may progress to heat stroke, which is a medical emergency. Seek medical 

attention or call 911 immediately. 
Heat exhaustion treatment - Cooling measures that may be effective include; cool non-alcoholic beverages, rest, 

cool shower, bath, or sponge bath, an air-conditioned environment and lightweight clothing.  
Be sun-smart. Ultraviolet radiation from the sun can start to burn unprotected skin within minutes.  It is best 

to garden in the early morning or late afternoon, thus avoiding the hottest part of the day. Wear a long-
sleeved shirt, long trousers and a broad-brimmed hat.  Apply broad-spectrum SPF 30+ sunscreen to un-
protected skin, reapply regularly and wear quality wraparound sunglasses. 

Take a break every hour or switch to another activity.  Overuse of repetitive motions, such as digging and 
sustained/constant gripping can cause tendonitis of the wrist and elbow or lead to carpal tunnel syn-
drome. Break up large tasks into short sessions, with a rest and stretch break between gardening sessions 
to reduce muscle fatigue. 

Stay safely hydrated.  It's generally not a good idea to use thirst alone as a guide for when to drink.  By the time you become 
thirsty, it's possible to already be slightly dehydrated.  Further, be aware that as you get older your body is less able to sense 
dehydration and send your brain signals of thirst. Excessive thirst and increased urination can be signs of a more serious 
medical condition. Talk to your doctor if you experience either.  

To ward off dehydration and make sure your body has the fluids it needs, make water your beverage of choice.  
Nearly every healthy adult can consider the following; drink a glass of water with each meal and between each 
meal.  Hydrate before, during and after exercise.  Substitute sparkling water for alcoholic drinks at social gather-
ings.  If you drink water from a bottle, thoroughly clean or replace the bottle often. 
REMEMBER: Safe Gardening is IMPORTANT. Your Life may depend on it! 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=2024
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=8004
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=8004
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=20628
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=41943
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=8004
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=10110
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News from Around the State 

Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2-  

Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 are now 

accepting applications for Master Gardener Certification 

Training Classes. Classes will be held on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays starting September 16 through October 28, 

2008 from 8:30 am-2: 30 pm at: The Precinct 2 Road 

Camp, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Houston, TX 77034.  

Fee: $150.00 Registration deadline: September 9, 2008 

or until class is full (281)-855-5600 Visit our website for 

more information and a downloadable application 

http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu 

In addition to attending classes, volunteer hours are re-

quired for certification  

Aransas/San Patricio Master 
Gardeners and Ingleside ISD 3rd 
Graders 

They came by the busload! Over 
200 Ingleside ISD 3rd Graders vis-
ited òGreen Acresó over three days 
in May. Their Learning Loop in-
cluded: Butterflies and Insectsð 
Barbara Mahan: Plants We Eat ð 
Ellen Reisinger; Visit with the 

Worm Lady ð Pat Baugh; Plant Parts ð Janice Holland; 

Compost ð Russ Bell; Pal-
mate and Pinnate ð 
Marilee Bell; Seeds ð 
Sharon Watkins; Mold in 
the Air ð Frances Frizzell 
and Gay Hejtmancik and 
Smelly Plants ð Ronell 
Burke. For more informa-
tion, contact the Aransas/
San Patricio Master Gardeners at 361 790-5456 or via 
email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu.  

Master Gardener Association of Blanco County  

Hill Country Landscaping 

Blanco County is the home of Lyndon Baines Johnson 
National Historic Park, Johnson City, the town of 
Blanco and the Blanco and Pedernales Rivers. We are 
celebrating LBJ's 100 birthday and the Sesquicentennial 
of Blanco County. Our population is under 9,000, but 
we are growing at a rapid pace as our Hill Country 
Landscape is becoming more popular for families and 
retirees. The Master Gardener Association of Blanco 
County has been in existence since 1997. Our County 
Agent, Todd Swift, does not have a staff to help with 
horticultural questions, let alone assistance with the lav-
ender farms, peach growers and viticulture. As they say, 
"Here comes the Calvary, no I mean the Master Garden-
ers." 

 Our association of 25 members is in high gear helping 
with a peach pruning workshop, propagation work-
shops, grass seminars, lavender tours and coming in Au-
gust a workshop on Landscaping with Native 
Plants. The Hill Country has special tests to try the 
nerves of the most enthusiastic gardeners. Most of our 

homes are built on and around rocks, amongst herds of 
deer, countless grasshoppers and of course  we are en-
during a major drought. Newcomers usually try fighting 
the odds with azaleas, " I  grew in Houston", or eastern 
redbuds, "That did great in Dallas" or whatever in Cali-
fornia or Colorado. Then they feed the deer with a 
smorgasbord of expensive nursery plants or let the 
plants wither from the drought. That said.  It is still de-
pendent on digging a hole large enough for the plant in 
the first place. My husband goes running anytime I bring 
home a plant in anything larger than a 4" pot! Most peo-
ple use a shovel to dig a hole, we use a jack-hammer. 

 To help our new neighbors and locals with landscaping, 
the Master Gardeners of Blanco County will have an 
Exhibit of Native Plants, including grasses at the Blanco 
County Fair and Rodeo held August 15th and 16th. The 
exhibit will be located in front of the Exhibit Hall at the 
fair grounds. On the following Tuesday, August 
19th, MG will hold a Workshop on Landscaping with 
Native Plants from 9:00 AM till Noon in the Exhibit 
Hall. We request you register in advance with the Blanco 
Country AgriLIFE Extension Service at 830-868-7167.  

http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
mailto:aransas-tx@tamu.edu


 

 

Somervell County Master Gardeners  

Several members of  the  Somervell County Master Gardeners Association  

joined members of the Glen Rose Bird Club for a clean-up and planting work 

day at the Glen Rose Bird Sanctuary. 

The Sanctuary, located at 107 SW Bernard St., was established in 1990 when 

the City Mayor organized a group of volunteers to clean up debris, prune 

trees, and plant flowering and native plants in order to attract birds to the 

area. Rod Hale, a member of the Glen Rose Bird Club, advises that up to 65 

species of birds have visited the area since then. Unfortunately, severe 

weather conditions and flooding has caused a need for the  habitat  to be rees-

tablished. The SCMGA has committed to assist the Bird Club and other local 

groups in this project. 

Members of the Somervell County 

Master Gardenerõs and friends met 

on Wednesday, May 21st at the 

AgriLIFE Extension office to dedi-

cate a Vitex tree to the late Dottie 

Marks. A Vitex tree is an adaptive 

tree/shrub that produces beautiful 

bluish/purple flowers during the 

summer months. Dottie was a be-

loved founding member of the local 

Master Gardeners group and served 

for many years as their Treas-

ury/Secretary.  During this time she 

provided an extensive service in de-

veloping the groupõs by-laws and 

constitution. In addition she was a 

dedicated worker in the flower beds 

too.  Her smile and her positive atti-

tude always enlightened her fellow 

gardeners. 

Donna Hagar, SCMGA president has ac-

cepted the position of Editor for the TMGA 

Monthly E-Newsletter. Her primary responsi-

bility will be to compile and format articles 

submitted by County MGAõs throughout the state. She 

joins Dove Johnson, the local Webmaster, who recently 

accepted the position of MGA Website Coordinator for 

the TMGA.  
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News from Around the State cont. 

Jefferson County Master Gardeners  

Jefferson County has seen a very exciting first six 
months of 2008. We are in the process of redesigning 
our demonstration garden and developing a plan for 
home-schooled students to experience hands-on garden-
ing. Our spring Market Day event was our most profit-
able sale ever. The proceeds will build a new restroom at 
our garden as well as fund our scholarship for a local 
high school senior.  Farmerõs Market has seen record 
crowds every Saturday morning.  

We are preparing for the summer shortcourse, July 14-
25 during which we will unveil our new mentor pro-
gram. We have enjoyed field trips to Arborgate in 
Tomball, Bayou Bend in Houston, and will soon be vis-
iting the newly opened Shangri-La in Orange. Work-
shops have taught us grapevine pruning, rose pruning/
propagation, and growing and using herbs. We have a 
very energetic group and expect the next six months to 
be just as exciting as the first. 
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News from Around the State cont. 

Denton County Master Gardeners Bid òHappy 
Trailsó to John Cooper 

Seventy-five DCMGA 
members and guests were 
on hand at Upper Trinity 
Regional Water District on 
April 16 to honor John 
Cooper who retired as 
Denton County Horticul-
ture Agent at the end of 

April.  There was a full agenda for Johnõs retirement 
celebration program that included lots of fun memories 
as we honored John for his dedication and support of 
Denton County Master Gardeners. 

The Board elected to rename our annual educator award 

the òJohn N. Cooper Educator Awardó.  John is the 
first recipient of the John N. Cooper Annual Educator 
Award, and he was presented a plaque by Sandy Hiatte 
at the celebration.  He was also presented a Lifetime 
Membership to DCMGA and received his òofficialó 
badge from Donna Wolfe.  There was a video presenta-
tion prepared by Janie Farler that brought back many 
fun times for all who attended, and we sent John and his 
wife Terry into retirement with some great gifts.  Annie 
Brackin presented a heartfelt reading from the Bible that 
reflected the respect we all have for John and our good 
wishes for his future.  At the end of the celebration eve-
ryone stood to give John the ovation he deserves and 
sang the Dale Evans classic òHappy Trailsó led by Jenny 
Estes to send him into a happy retirement. 

Gardening for Pleasure and 
the Planet--Garden Tour 
and Plant Sale. 

Congratulations go to 
Denton County Master Gar-
deners for the successful 
Denton County Master Gar-
dener Association 2008 

Garden Tour and Plant Sale held on May 10.  Led by 
project leader Linda Williams, this year's event surpassed 
all expectations including ticket sales, number of visitors 
and financial returns.  Our financial success for the 2008 
GPP Garden Tour/Plant Sale will support our scholar-
ship and education programs for 2008 and into the fu-
ture. 

Thanks go to the following team leads for their tireless 
work on this year's event: 

Linda Williams - Project Leader 

Adele Petty and Nancy Ross - Publicity 

Carolyn Tinner - Education Program 

Jackie Kerstetter - Merchandise Sales 

Mary Morrow - Plant Sale 

Darla Bostick - Garden Captains Coordinator 

Sandy Hiatte - Compliance 

Zoe Broxson - Budget Planning 

This year's gardens offered diversity in design, educa-
tional opportunities, beauty, and pleasure for our visi-
tors.  Comments from our visitors reflected their how 
pleased they were to be a part of this event.  Thanks to 

the following garden owners and their captains for their 
generosity and hard work: 

Jenny Estes - Evelyn McMillan captain 

Janet Gershenfeld - Diana Kline and Joan Stanley cap-
tains 

Anita Maynor - Cindy Reece captain 

Rica Potenz - Terri Smith captain 

Hilltop Elementary represented by Kathleen Gielink and 
Shelli Stone  -Carol Fitch and Kristen Anthony captains 

Carolyn Tinner's education team provided a venue for 
education topics in the tour gardens.  Thanks go to the 
following: 

Janet Gershenfeld and Diane Burch - Creating a Natural 
Habitat in the Garden 

Al Kirschhoff - Soil Testing 

Joanne Fellows - Butterfly Gardening 

Tom Edmondson - Bonsai 

Ticket sale contest winners are Connie Gregory with 49 
tickets sold and Elizabeth Snapp with 18 tickets 
sold.  The winning class in ticket sales is our 2008 Intern 
Class. 

Last and certainly not least, thanks go to our many 
members who worked on planning this year's event, 
helped get the gardens ready for the tour, provided 
crafts and plants for sale, sold tickets, displayed posters 
and participated in the many tasks needed to accomplish 
this yearõs successful Gardening for Pleasure and the 
Planet Garden Tour, Plant Sale and Education Presenta-
tions. 



 

 

July 10, 2008- Earthworm Composting - Alvarado, 
TX Johnson County Master Gardeners 
Speaker - Karen Bitner, Lake Granbury Master Gar-
dener  

Alvarado Public Library 210 N Baugh, 
www.alvaradopubliclibrary.org or 817-783-7323 2nd 
Thursday 7- 8PM 

 

Upcoming Events 
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July 12, 2008 - What is Wrong with this Plant? - Aus-
tin, TX  
Travis County Master Gardeners  
10:00 AM - Noon Zilker Botanical Garden 2220 Barton 
Springs Rd. Austin, TX 78704 What is Wrong with this 
Plant? The biggest challenge for gardeners is correctly 
diagnosing plant problems and prescribing effective, safe 
solutions. The purpose of this seminar is to help the gar-
dener understand the causes of plant problems; the 
process for diagnosing plant problems; and general man-
agement techniques and strategies to employ to help 

plants overcome problems. The first step is to under-
stand who or what is the culprit: insect, disease or envi-
ronmental factor. A Plant Clinic will be open during the 
entire seminar in an adjoining room. Get expert guid-
ance on possible solutions to restoring the plantõs health 
This FREE seminar is sponsored by the Travis County 
Master Gardener Association. For more information call 
512-854-9600 and ask for the Master Gardeners desk. 
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org  
http://www.tcmastergardener.org/html/events.html  

 

July 14, 2008 - The Vegetable Garden 
v The Texas SunñCleburne 

 Jack Rowland, JCMG Johnson County 
Master Gardeners, Cleburne Public Li-
brary 302 W. Henderson 817-645-0934 
2nd Monday from 6 - 7PM 

For more information contact Johnson 
County Extension Office Courthouse 
Annex 1 North Main St Ste 309 Cle-
burne, TX 76033-5543 Phone: 817-556-
6370  

 

July 8th - Green Thumb Series,  Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Master Gardeners. The Second Tuesday of 
each month the Harris County Precinct 2 Master Gar-
deners hold a free evening educational program for the 
public, called the Green Thumb Series.  

July 8th, 6:30 pm -9:30 pm 

Landscape Design, Carol Brouwer, PhD  
Southeast Church of Christ  
2400 W Bay Area Blvd, 
Friendswood, TX 77546  
For more information visit our website at: http://
hcmgap2.tamu.edu  

July 12, 2008 - Malcolm Beck Semi-
nar - New Braunfels, TX Comal 
Master Gardeners are offering the 
public a free chance to see and hear 
Malcolm Beck, noted Texas author, 
lecturer, farmer and entrepre-
neur.  Saturday, July 12th at 10:00am 
at the Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice - Comal County office, 325 Re-

source Dr., New Braunfels (just off of SR 46 - 4.5 miles 
west of NB).  He'll give the scoop on how to grow 

greener lawns, stronger  plants and better fruits and 
vegetables--and conserve soil, air and water at the same 
time! 
Well-known as an entertaining speaker, Mr. Beck also 
uses photos to bring the subject home to his audi-
ences.  His four books grew out of 40+ years of experi-
mentation and experience in farming and soil enhance-
ment in South Texas. Great opportunity to learn from 
the best. 
For more information call (830) 620-3440 or (830) 629-
1127. 

http://www.jcmga.org/
http://www.alvaradopubliclibrary.org
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org/
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org
http://www.tcmastergardener.org/html/events.html
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
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JULY 17, 2008: Gardening With Kids - 
Granbury, TX.  
9AM -2PM at the Hood County Annex 
I , Texas AgriLIFE Extension, 1410 W 
Pearl Å Granbury, TX 76048  

Conducted by Master Gardener, Dianne 
Allen. For more information contact 
Texas AgriLIFE Extension, Hood 
County 1410 W Pearl Å Granbury, TX 
76048 Å (817) 579-3280  

Upcoming Events Cont. 

July 17, 2008 Planning Your Fall 
Vegetable Garden - Bryan, TX  
Brazos County Master Gardener Asso-
ciation Bryan Public Library, 201 E 
26th St 6:30pm-8:00pm 

Dr. Elmer Krehbiel, Master Gardener 

Fall vegetable gardens in the Brazos Valley have extra 
benefitsé.fewer pest problems and excellent vegetable 
quality. Grow potatoes, peppers, squash, beans and 
more. Learn tips for success and a few secrets from one 
of the Masters 
Information Flyer 

JULY 15, 2008 - Plant Propagation - 
Granbury, TX 9-11:30 AN at the Hood 
County Annex I , Texas AgriLIFE Ex-
tension, 1410 W Pearl Å Granbury, TX 
76048  

Conducted by Master Gardener, Polly 
Parmer. For more information contact 
Texas AgriLIFE Extension, Hood 
County 1410 W Pearl Å Granbury, TX 
76048 Å (817) 579-3280 

July 15, 2008 ð òDrain Rain ð Go Away!ó Brown Bag 
ð Rockport, TX 

On Tuesday, July 15, 2008, there will be a Master Gar-
dener presentation of the program, òDrain Rain ð Go 
Away!óó You will learn about drainage schemes and so-
lutions.   

The program will be presented at two times: Noon ð 

1:00 P.M. and 6:00 ð 7:00 P.M. at the Aransas County 
Library, 701 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Bring your 
food and enjoy this free Brown Bag hosted by the Aran-
sas/San Patricio Master Gardeners and generous com-
munity sponsors. For more information call Texas 
AgriLIFE Extension Service ð Aransas County Office at 
361 790-0103.  

July 14, 2008 - " Just What Is a Master Gar-
dener?" - Victoria, TX  
All classes are led by Victoria Master Gar-
deners.  
FROM 12 NOON TO 1 PM at the Pattie 
Dodson Health Center 2805 N. Navarro, 
Victoria TX. 

"LUNCH AND LEARN WITH THE 
MASTERS" a monthly seminar held on the 
second Monday of each month. Interested 
persons who attend are invited to bring their 
own lunch and drink, as these will not be provided. The 

sessions will be free at the Dr. Pattie Dodson 
Public Health Center, 2805 N. Navarro St., 

at noon, for an hour of gardening infor-
mation. 

The public is invited at no cost. For 
more information contact Victoria 
County Extension Office 442 Foster 
Field Drive Victoria, TX 77904 Phone: 

361-575-4581 or visit the Victoria County 
Master Gardener website http://

www.vcmga.org/ 

 

July 23, Container Water Gardens 
Harris County Precinct 2 Master Gardeners The 
Fourth Wednesday of each month the Harris County 
Precinct 2 Master Gardeners hold an educational pro-
gram, classes are free and open to the public July 23, at 

10 am Container Water Gardens, Angela Chandler The 
Meeting Room (on the Lakeside) at Clear Lake Park 
5001 NASA Road 1, Seabrook, TX 77586 Free and 
open to the public For more information visit our web-
site at: http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu  

http://grovesite.com/GSLibrary/Downloads/download.ashx?
http://www.vcmga.org/
http://www.vcmga.org/
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
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July 26, 2008 Lubbock Master Gardeners Association: Saturday, July 26, 2008 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Water-
wise Garden Tour.  Showcasing beautiful, water conserving gardens that use native, adapted, and xeric plants. 

Tickets: $5---available at all tour locations. Children free with adult ticket. Proceeds benefit the educational activi-
ties of Lubbock Master Gardeners. 

Tour Locations 

4610 11th Street 

This home has a professionally designed and installed rainwater harvesting system. 
Special gutters and piping harvest rain from the roof, feed it through a filtration sys-
tem, then store it in 8 large above ground tanks. The system harvests 4,000 gallons 
from 1 inch of rain. The stored rainwater feeds into a drip system that irrigates the 
back garden. The garden, designed by Russ Plowman and Kevin McClurg, features 
water permeable hardscaping to prevent rainwater runoff, a recirculating fountain, an 
outdoor kitchen, and a òmeadowó with native and adapted grasses and plants. The de-
signer of the rainwater harvesting system will be on site to answer questions. A Master 
Gardener will demonstrate construction of a simple, do-it-yourself rain barrel.   

1916 Aberdeen 

This large corner lot has lush landscaping but no turf grass at all. There are two large 
patios with containers and shrub beds, an herb garden, an alley garden with grasses 
and climbing roses, and a greenhouse. The front entry uses flagstones and shrub beds 
instead of a lawn. The most unusual feature of this landscape is the large flower bed 
that goes the length of the house which contains hundreds of native and adapted 
plants. This landscape, also designed by Russ Plowman, uses drip irrigation through-
out. A Master Gardener will be available to identify and answer questions about native 
plants. 

3716 47th Street 

This landscape was designed by Paul Nash. The front yard has a formal shrub bed 
with Indian hawthorns, carefully trimmed dwarf yaupon hollies, grasses, and contain-
ers. The back garden replaces the traditional lawn with a beautiful patio and small 
plantings of waterwise plants. The homeowners have installed an outdoor fireplace as 
a focal point for the garden. There are many whimsical touches that make this water-
wise backyard delightful and fun to visit.  

Stewart Title/Texas Ag Credit 

Quaker and the South Loop Instead of the usual lawn and sprinkler system, the owners of this property have in-
stalled a large planting of cannas, sage, grasses, and other plants. Drip irrigation and thick mulch drastically reduce 
water use. This is a great example of water conservation in a business setting. A Master Gardener will demonstrate 
composting and mulching techniques at this site. 

5623 88th Street  

The centerpiece of the back garden is an unusual òflower fountainó that uses a tiered planter and 
waterwise plants instead of water. The edges of the yard are defined by a two-tiered raised bed that 
is crammed with adapted, colorful plants watered with drip irrigation. The lush planting compli-
ments a flagstone patio which replaces most of the lawn area. There is a very small patch of fescue 
which functions as a design element. This garden was designed by Russ Plowman.  

For a chance to see Smartscape planning at work on a daily basis, visit the Lubbock Chamber of 
Commerce garden located at 98th and Indiana at Ramar Communications.   

Upcoming Events Cont. 


